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Abstract
This study was conducted to investigate the effect of light and dark conditions on feeding
activity and eye adaptations of post larvae (PL5, PL10, PL20 and PL30) Penaeus vannamei
fed with frozen Artemia. Shrimp PL were placed individually in beakers and after
acclimatization under the light or dark condition, PL were left to ingest known number of
Artemia for 30 minutes. Thereafter, each PL was subsequently anesthetized by putting an
ice cube into the beakers followed by adding few drops of paraformaldehyde. The results
showed that the PL5 ingested significantly more frozen Artemia under light condition
compared to dark condition (P<0.05). The eye structures of PL5 comprises of crystalline
cone, rhabdom and fasciculated zone. However, it was incomplete due to the lack of
clear zone and no migration of the screening pigment granules was observed under light
and dark conditions. On the contrary, the number of frozen Artemia ingested by the latter
stages PL10, PL20 and PL30 showed no significant differences (P>0.05) under both light
conditions and these PL have complete eye structures with define clear zone. The width of
clear zone was found to increase proportionally with the growth of the PL. Besides that, the
screening pigment granules were able to migrate under light and dark conditions. The
ability of the PL10, PL20 and PL30 to ingest almost similar numbers of Artemia under light and
dark conditions suggests that different lighting conditions did not affect the feeding activity
of the PL and other sensory organs may play roles in detecting food, while PL5 need light to
improve their feeding activity. Based on these results, we suggest that in aquaculture
practice, during the rearing of early stage of PL (<PL5), a brighter environment or light
should be provided to enhance larval feeding activities. Whereas, later stages of PL (>PL10)
can be cultured under any light condition.
Keywords: Light and dark conditions, feeding activity, eye structure, Penaeus vannamei,
post larvae

Abstrak
Kajian ini dijalankan untuk mengkaji kesan keadaan terang dan gelap terhadap aktiviti
pemakanan dan adaptasi mata udang Penaeus vannamei di peringkat pasca larva (PL5,
PL10, PL20 dan PL30) dengan menggunakan Artemia yang telah dibekukan. Udang
diletakkan secara individu di dalam bikar dan sebaik sahaja udang beradaptasi di dalam
keadaan terang atau gelap, udang dibiarkan selama 30 minit untuk memakan Artemia
yang telah disediakan. Setelah itu, udang dilemahkan dengan meletakkan kiub ais dan
beberapa titis paraformaldehid ke dalam bikar tersebut. Hasil kajian mendapati bahawa
PL5 menunjukkan kecenderungan yang tinggi memakan Artemia yang telah dibekukan di
dalam keadaan terang berbanding gelap (P<0.05). Manakala pemerhatian histologi
mendapati struktur optik PL5 merangkumi kon berhablur (crystalline cone), rabdom dan zon
fasikulat (fasciculated zone). Tetapi struktur optik ini adalah kurang lengkap kerana
ketiadaan zon terang (clear zone). Oleh itu, kedudukan penapis pigmen granul (screening
pigment granules) tidak berubah di dalam keadaan gelap atau terang. Sebaliknya, PL10,
PL20 dan PL30 dapat memakan Artemia pada kadar yang sama di dalam keadaan terang
dan gelap (P>0.05). Manakala, struktur optik udang pada peringkat ini adalah sama seperti
udang diperingkat PL5 tetapi dengan penambahan zon terang. Kelebaran zon terang
didapati meningkat sejajar dengan tumbesaran udang. Selain itu, kedudukan penapis
77:33 (2015) 1–6 | www.jurnalteknologi.utm.my | eISSN 2180–3722 |

2

Noorsyarinah Sanudin et al. / Jurnal Teknologi (Sciences & Engineering) 77:33 (2015) 1–6
pigmen granul menunjukkan perubahan di dalam kedaan terang mahupun gelap.
Kebolehan PL10, PL20 dan PL30 untuk memakan Artemia pada kadar yang sama
menunjukkan bahawa aktiviti pemakanan tidak dipengaruhi oleh keadaan terang atau
gelap dan terdapat organ deria lain yang mungkin digunakan pada tempoh tersebut.
Manakala, PL5 memerlukan cahaya untuk meningkatkan aktiviti pemakanan. Kajian ini
mencadangkan pengkulturan udang pada peringkat awal pasca larva (<PL5) perlu
dijalankan di dalam kedaan terang. Manakala udang yang lebih besar (>PL10) boleh
dikultur di dalam kedaan terang mahupun gelap.
Kata kunci: Kedaan terang dan gelap, aktiviti pemakanan, struktur mata, Penaeus
vannamei, pasca larva
© 2015 Penerbit UTM Press. All rights reserved

1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Pacific white shrimp, Penaeus vannamei is a
native species to the Eastern Pacific coast of Latin
America stretching from the south of Peru to the
north of Mexico [1]. In 1996, this species was
introduced commercially into China and Taiwan
while other coastal Asian countries started to culture
this species in early 2000 [1]. Since then, P. vannamei
became one of the most cultured species worldwide
[2].
The uses of light are noticeably different in
different hatcheries. In Taiwan, the larvae are
cultured in a total dark condition until they reached
the post larval stages or the rearing tanks are shaded
during the light sensitive zoeal stages [3]. In some
other countries, the hatcheries are equipped with
transparent roofs to allow natural penetration of sun
light to the rearing tanks [4]. Whereas, other
hatcheries provide a 24 hours light condition in the
rearing tanks [5]. However, the used of light in most
hatcheries was for human convenience [5].
Studies have been conducted to investigate the
effects of light on the growth and survival of the
shrimps at different life stages [6, 7, 8]. It was found
that light can influence the growth [7], survival [8],
behaviour [9], physiology [10] and molting [11] of
some penaeid species such as the banana shrimp,
Penaeus
merguiensis
[7],
Chinese
shrimp,
Fenneropenaeus chinensis [12] and whiteleg shrimp,
Penaeus vannamei [8]. The ability of several species
of crustacean to feed under light and dark condition
had been investigated thoroughly. The northern krill,
Meganyctiphanes norvegica was found actively
hunt and consumed more Calanus spp. and Metridia
longa at low, realistic light intensities than in total
dark condition. The provided foods were ingested
three times higher in the low light intensities than
under total dark condition by the M. norvegica [13].
The spiny water flea, Bythotrephes longimanus was
also reported to feed relatively more Daphnia under
the light condition, and no Daphnia was ingested
under low light intensities [14]. While other crustacean
species such as Lucifer faxoni can feed well under
both light and dark conditions [15]. However, the

ability of the penaeid shrimp especially the P.
vannamei to feed under different lighting conditions
is not well documented.
The ability of crustacean to search for food under
the light condition is usually assisted by the visual
receptor. In crustacean, the compound eyes are
composed of repetitively identical visual units called
ommatidia and each of the ommatidium consists of
optical structures called the cornea and crystalline
cone. The ommatidia are stacked on top of
rhabdoms which are capable in sensing light [16, 17].
Lay underneath the rhabdom, there are screening
pigment granules that can control light that enter the
eye [18]. It has been reported that many crustaceans
have the ability to change the optical properties of
their eyes under light and dark adaptation [19]. The
changes of the optical properties under light and
dark condition were reported to be controlled by diel
biological rhythms, and also influenced by hormones
and/or ambient light intensities [20]. According to
Meyer-Rochow [19], any component of the
crustacean’s compound eyes can be affected by
dark or light adaptation. However, the most obvious
changes are the position of the screening pigment
granules and the position, size and shape of the
rhabdom [19]. Although the adaptations of the
compound eye under light and dark conditions are
well studied on the juvenile and sub-adult of P.
vannamei [21], there is a lack of information on the
eye structures and adaptation of the post larvae. This
study was conducted to examine the effect of light
and dark conditions on the feeding activity and the
eye adaptation of post larval stages of P. vannamei
which can contribute to improve the rearing
techniques in the hatchery.

2.0 EXPERIMENTAL
2.1 Feeding Activity Experiment
The PL (PL3) were obtained from a private hatchery
and acclimatized to experimental condition in shrimp
hatchery of Borneo Marine Research Institute,
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Universiti Malaysia Sabah. The PL were cultured under
natural diurnal cycle and fed with Artemia nauplii. PL
at different stages such as PL5 (0.5cm total length,
TL), PL10 (1.0cm TL), PL20 (1.5cm TL) and PL30 (2.0cm
TL) were used in the feeding activity experiment. The
feeding experiment was conducted in a room
equipped with high intensity aquarium lamps (PowerGlo lamp, 15 W, Hagen, Canada), that was also
alternately used as a dark room for the dark
condition experiment. For light condition, the light
intensity used was 1400±339.19 lux. Lux meter (Light
meter Model LT300, Extech Instrument, USA) was used
to measure the light intensity. Prior to the experiment,
the PL were starved for 12 hours. Thirty PL of each size
groups were kept individually in 500ml beakers. The
PL were then acclimatized to light or dark condition
for 30 minutes. Thereafter, known numbers of frozen
Artemia nauplii were placed into the beaker and the
PL were left to feed for 30 minutes. The
acclimatization and ingestion period used in this
experiment was based on the results of preliminary
experiments, where 30 minutes of acclimatization
and ingestion period was enough to observe the
feeding activity and the eye adaptation of the PL
under light and dark conditions. The initial number of
frozen Artemia nauplii fed to each PL5, PL10, PL20
and PL30 were 15, 30, 60 and 80 respectively. After 30
minutes feeding time, the PL were subsequently
anesthetized by putting an ice cube into the beakers
followed
by
adding
few
drops
of
15%
paraformaldehyde in order to stop the ingestion
within a couple of minutes. The frozen Artemia nauplii
left in the beaker were counted. The PL were then
preserved in Bouin’s solution for eye histological
observation. The number of frozen Artemia nauplii
ingested was estimated as follows [22]:
Number of Artemia nauplii ingested = Ai-Af

(1)

Where Ai is the initial number of frozen Artemia nauplii
and Af is the number of uneaten frozen Artemia
nauplii.
2.2 Histology
Shrimps were soaked in Bouin’s solution for 24 hours.
Then, the samples were dehydrated in a series of
ethanol, cleared in xylene and embedded in paraffin
wax. After that, the samples were cut into 6µm thick
sections using a microtome and stained with
hematoxylin and eosin [21, 23, 24]. Lastly, the
sectioned samples were observed under a light
microscope (Eclipse 80i, Nikon, Japan).
2.3 Data Analysis
Data obtained on the numbers of Artemia nauplii
ingested under light and dark condition were
statistically analyzed with t-test (Statistical package
for social sciences, SPSS ver. 21, USA).

3.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This present study was done on PL5-PL30 and study
was not conducted on PL1-PL4 due to the
unavailability of the PL, as the PL were obtained from
a private hatchery at stage PL3. The results showed
that PL5 ingested more frozen (P<0.05) Artemia
nauplii under light condition compared to dark
condition (Table 1). Hence indicated that light was
preferred than dark and this affected the feeding
activity of the PL5. Previously, Meyer-Rochow [25]
had reported that the compound eye of crustacean
changed or developed from larval to adult stages.
Larvae of the rock lobster, Panulirus longipes was
found to possess the apposition type of compound
eye, in which no clear zone is found. Meanwhile, the
adult of this species possessed the superposition type
of compound eye, where the clear zone can be
observed clearly [25]. Clear zone is a region devoid
of pigment or gap between the crystalline cone and
photoreceptor layers [19, 26, 27]. It contains cone
thread which is the elongated proximal ends of the
crystalline cone [19]. Clear zone is important to
improve the vision of crustacean under dim light
environment [19, 21]. In this present study, histological
observation showed that the eye structure of the PL5
comprises of crystalline cone, rhabdom, and
fasciculated zone but lacking of clear zone (Figure 1
a-b). Due to the lack of clear zone, the eye of PL5
was unable to show clear adaptation under the dark
condition. Study also found that the eye of PL1 of the
grass shrimp, Palaemonetes pugio was unable to
adapt under dark condition due to the lacked of
clear zone and the crystalline cones remained
circular in cross section [20]. This might help to explain
the reason of the lower number of frozen Artemia
nauplii ingested by the PL5 under the dark condition.
Based on these observations and previous study, this
study suggests that PL5 and most probably those PL
in early stages (PL1-PL4) may need light to improve
their feeding.
The numbers of frozen Artemia nauplii ingested by
the PL10, PL20 and PL30 showed no significant
difference (P>0.05) under light and dark conditions
(Table 1) and it may suggests that the dependency
on visuals in hunting for food decreased with the
growth of the PL. Likewise, this also indicates that
other than the eyes, sensory organs such as setae
searching under dark condition. This study is in
agreement with You et al [28] reported that odours
are mainly used for food detection by the juvenile of
P. vannamei due to the ability to ingest food under
dark condition. Similarly, Chong and Sasekumar [29]
reported the ability of the PL banana shrimp,
Penaeus merguiensis to feed well at any time, both
day and night time.
In the present study, the histological observation
found that the eye structures of the PL10, PL20 and
PL30 were similar with that of PL5 except for the lack
of a defined clear zone (Figure 1 c-h). Besides that, it
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was also found that the width of clear zone
increased proportionally with the growth of the PL
(Figure 2). The width of the clear zone in the eye at
different developmental stages has not been well
documented on P. vannamei and the present study
might be the first finding.
Due to the presence of clear zone, the eye of PL10,
PL20 and PL30 were able to adapt to any lighting
conditions. This is based on the position of the
screening pigment granules (Figure 1 c-h). In
response to light condition, the screening pigment
granules moved upward insulating the rhabdom
while under dark condition, the screening pigment
granules migrated away from the edge of the
rhabdom. The pigment migrations are the important
mechanism of light and dark adaptation in many

compound eyes [18, 20, 27]. The reason of these
adjustments under the dark condition is to allow
more light to enter the eye so that the photon
capture rate by the molecules of the photopigment
can be improved [30]. While for the light adapted
eye, these adjustments occurred to reduce the light
flux at the retina of the compound eye [18, 27]. The
migration of the screening pigment granules were
also reported to occur on the eyes of other
crustacean species that were subjected to light and
dark adaptation such as the giant freshwater prawn,
Macrobrachium rosenbergii [31], spiny lobster, Jasus
edwardsii
[19],
elongated
crab,
Petrolisthes
elongates [30], freshwater prawn, Macrobrachium
heterochirus [19] and the juvenile and sub-adult of P.
vannamei [21].

Table 1 The number of frozen Artemia nauplii ingested by the different stages of P. vannamei post larvae under light and
dark conditions.
The number of frozen Artemia nauplii ingested by
different stages of PL
PL stages
Light
Dark
5
9.3 ± 2.26b
5.9 ± 1.95a
10
26.43 ± 4.06b
26.93 ± 2.70b
20
40.40 ± 15.27b
42.77 ± 11.93b
30
67.94 ± 11.14b
59.40 ± 12.05b

*Values expressed as mean ± standard deviation, and values with different superscript within the same row
indicate significant value (P<0.05).
a

b

c

d
CC

CC

CZ
RD

RD

SPG

e

FZ
CC
CZ
RD
SPG

FZ
f

g

h
CC
CZ
RD
SPG

FZ
FZ

Figure 1 Eye sections of P. vannamei. a) Dark adapted of PL5. b) Light adapted of PL5. c) Dark adapted of PL10. d)
Light adapted of PL10. e) Dark adapted of PL20. f) Light adapted of PL20. g) Dark adapted of PL30. h) Light adapted of
PL30. CC: crystalline cone. CZ: clear zone. RD: rhabdom. SPG: screening pigment granules. FZ: fasciculated zone. Scale
bar 100µm.
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Figure 2 The width of the clear zone of the P. vannamei post larvae at different stages under light condition (n=12).

4.0 CONCLUSION
Overall, this present study showed that the different
lighting conditions affected the feeding activity of
the PL5. These early stage PL feed better under light
condition, suggesting the need for light to assist them
in the feeding activity because the eyes of PL5 were
unable to adapt to dark condition due to the lack of
clear zone. However, as the PL grow (>PL10),
complete eye structures are developed, making
them well adapted to both light and dark conditions,
and thus, the feeding activity was not influenced by
the different lighting conditions.

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

Acknowledgement
The authors are grateful for logistical supports
provided by Borneo Marine Research Institute
hatchery of Universiti Malaysia Sabah and
experiment shrimps provided by Syarikat Pantai Barat
Laut Sdn. Bhd, Kota Kinabalu. The study was partially
funded by the Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia
under the Fundamental Research Grant Scheme
(FRGS/0245-ST-1/2010).

[7]

[8]

[9]

References
[10]
[1]

[2]

Briggs, M., Smith, S. M., Subasinghe, R., & Phillips, M. 200).
Introduction And Movement Of Penaeus Vannamei And
Penaeus Stylirostris In Asia And The Pacific. Bangkok: Food
and Agricultural Organization.
Balakrishnan, G., Peyail, S., Ramachandran, K.,
Theivasigamani, A., Savji, K. A., Chokkaiah, M., & Nataraj,

[11]

P. 2011. Growth Of Cultured White Leg Shrimp
Litopenaeus Vannamei (Boone 1931) In Different Stocking
Density. Advanced in Applied Science Research. 2(3):
107-113.
Liao, I. C. 1992. Penaeid Larviculture: Taiwanese Method.
In Marine Shrimp Culture: Principles And Practices. 193-216
(Ed. by Fast, A. W and Lester, L. J). Amsterdam,
Netherlands: Elseveir Science Publication.
FAO. 2002. Farming Freshwater Prawns. A Manual For The
Culture Of The Giant River Prawn (Macrobrachium
Rosenbergii). Rome: Food and Agricultural Organization of
the United Nations.
Smith, L. L., Biedenbach, J. M. and Lawrence, A. L. 1992.
Penaeid Larviculture: Galveston Method. In Marine Shrimp
Culture: Principles And Practices. 171-191 (Ed. by Fast, A.
W and Lester, L. J). Amsterdam, Netherlands: Elseveir
Science Publication.
Sanudin, N., Tuzan, A, D. and Yong, A, S, K. 2014. Feeding
Activity And Growth Performance Of Shrimp Post Larvae
Litopenaeus Vannamei Under Light And Dark Condition.
Journal of Agricultural Science. 6(11): 103-109.
Hoang, T., Barchiesis, M., Lee, S. Y., Keenan, C. P. and
Marsden, G. E. 2003. Influences Of Light Intensity And
Photoperiod On Moulting And Growth Of Penaeus
Merguiensis Cultured Under Laboratory Conditions.
Aquaculture. 216: 343-354.
Jaski, M. G., Kamrani, E. and Salarzadeh, A. 2014. The
Study Effect Of Sun Light On Growth Performance And
Survival Of Postlarval White Leg Shrimp (Litopenaeus
Vannamei) And Salinity Stress Resistance. Europian Journal
of Experimental Biology. 4(2): 7-12.
Minagawa, M., & Murano, M. 1993. Larval Feeding
Rhythms And Food Consumption By The Red Frog Crab
Ranina Ranina (Decapoda, Raninidae) Under Laboratory
Conditions. Aquaculture.113: 251-260.
Ravi, R., & Manisseri, M. K. 2012. The Effect Of Different Ph
And Photoperiod Regimes On The Survival Rate And
Development Period Of The Larvae Of Portunus Pelagicus
(Decapoda, Brachyura, Portunidae). Iranian Journal of
Fisheries Sciences. 12(2): 490-499.
Vijayan, K. & Diwan, A. D. 1995. Influence Of Temperature,
Salinity, Ph And Light On Moulting And Growth In The

77:33 (2015) 1–6 | www.jurnalteknologi.utm.my | eISSN 2180–3722 |

6

[12]

[13]
[14]
[15]

[16]
[17]
[18]

[19]

[20]
[21]

Noorsyarinah Sanudin et al. / Jurnal Teknologi (Sciences & Engineering) 77:33 (2015) 1–6
Indian White Prawn Penaeus Indicus (Crustacea:
Decapoda: Penaeida) Under Laboratory Conditions.
Asian Fish. Sci. 8: 63-72.
Wang, F., Dong, S., Dong, S., Huang, G., Zhu, C. and Mu,
Y. 2004. The Effect Of Light Intensity On The Growth Of
Chinese Shrimp Fenneropenaeus Chinensis. Aquaculture.
234: 475-483.
Togersen. T. 2001. Visual Predation By The Euphasiid
Meganyctiphanes Norvegica. Marine Ecology Progress
Series. 209: 295-299.
Pangle, K. L. and Peacor, S. D. 2009. Light-Dependent
Predation By The Invertebrate Planktivore Bythotrephes
Longimanus. Can. J. Fish. Aquat. Sci. 66: 1748-1757.
Vega-Perez, L. A., Ara, K., Liang, T. H. and Pedreira, M. M.
1996. Feeding Of The Planktonic Shrimp Lucifer Faxoni
Borradaile, 1915 (Crustacea: Decapoda) In The
Laboratory. Rev. Bras. Oceonogr. 44: 1-8.
[16] Schoenemann, B. 2013. The eyes of a tiny ‘Orsten’
crustacean – A compound eye at receptor level?. Vision
Research. 76: 89-93.
Cronin, T. W., & Jinks, R. N. 2001. Ontogeny Of Vision In
Marine Crustacean. Amer. Zool. 41: 1098-1107.
Insausti, T. C., Gall, M. L. and Lazzari, C. R. 2013. Oxidative
Stress, Photodamage And The Role Of Screening Pigments
In Insects Eyes. The Journal of Experimental Biology. 216:
3200-3207.
Meyer-Rochow, V. B. 2001. The Crustacean Eye:
Dark/Light Adaptation, Polarization Sensitivity, Flicker
Fusion
Frequency,
And
Photoreceptor
Damage.
Zoological Science. 18: 1175-1197.
Douglass, J. K. and Forward, R. B. 1989. The Ontogeny Of
Facultative Superposition Optics In A Shrimp Eye: Hatching
Through Metamorphosis. Cell Tissue Res. 258: 289-300.
Matsuda, K. & Wilder, M. N. 2010. Difference In Light
Perception Capability And Spectral Response Between
Juveniles And Sub-Adults Of The Whiteleg Shrimp
Litopenaeus
Vannamei
As
Determined
By
Electroretinogram. Fisheries Science. 76: 633-641.

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]
[26]
[27]
[28]

[29]
[30]
[31]

Mukai, Y. and Lim, L. S. 2011. Larval Rearing And Feeding
Behavior Of African Catfish, Clarias Gariepinus Under Dark
Condition. Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Science. 6(3):
272-278.
Yahaya, S., Lim, L. S., Shaleh, S. R. M., Mukai, Y., Anraku, K.
& Kawamura, G. 2011. Ontogenetic Eye Development
And Related Behavioural Changes In Larvae And
Juveniles Of Barramundi Lates Calcarifer (Bloch). Marine
and Freshwater Behaviour and Physiology. 44: 339-348.
Mukai, Y., Tuzan, A. D., Lim, L. S. and Yahaya, S. 2010.
Feeding behavior under dark conditions in larvae of sutchi
catfish Pangasianodon hypophthalmus. Fisheries Science.
76: 457-461.
Meyer-Rochow, V. B. 1975. Larval And Adult Eye Of The
Western Rock Lobster (Panulirus Longipes). Cell and Tissue
Research. 162(4): 439-457.
Cronin, T. W. & Porter, M. L. 2008. Exceptional Variation On
A Common Theme: The Evolution Of Crustacean
Compound Eyes. EvoEdu Outreach.
Warrant, E. J. and Locket, N. A. 2004. Vision In The Deep
Sea. Biol. Rev. 79: 671-712.
You, K., Yang, H., Liu, Y., Liu, S., Zhou, Y., & Zhang, T. 2006.
Effects Of Different Light Sources And Illumination Methods
On Growth And Body Color Of Shrimp Litopeneaus
Vannamei. Aquacutlture. 252: 557-565.
Chong, V. C. and Sasekumar, A. 1981. Food And Feeding
Habits Of The White Prawn Penaeus Merguinses. Marine
Ecology – Progress Series. 5: 185-191.
Meyer-Rochow, V. B., Towers. D and Ziedins, I. 1990.
Growth Patterns In The Eye Of Petrolisthes Elongates.
(Crustacea; Decapoda; Anomura). Exp Biol. 48: 329-340.
Matsuda, K. and Wilder, M. N. 2014. Eye Structure And
Function In The Giant Freshwater Prawn Macrobrachium
Rosenbergii. Fisheries Science. 80: 531-541.

77:33 (2015) 1–6 | www.jurnalteknologi.utm.my | eISSN 2180–3722 |

