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Abstract
Reduction, reuse and recycle of industrial and agricultural waste materials are regarded as
very important to provide sustainable construction. The by-products such as fly ash, silica
fume, slag and palm oil fuel ash, etc., have been studied for the past few decades and
the findings are very well accepted as new innovative materials in construction. Currently,
ceramic materials are widely used in many parts of the world. Consequently a large
quantities of wastes are produced simultaneously by brick and tile manufacturers and from
construction industry. Most of these wastes are dumped in landfills that cause
environmental problem. In the present research the effect of homogeneous ceramic tile
waste as sand replacement was investigated on the harden properties of mortar. The tests
conducted under laboratory ambient condition were compressive and splitting tensile
strengths. The percentage replacement of sand by ceramic aggregate by weight was in
the range of 0% to 100%. The size of ceramic aggregate used is modified in accordance to
ASTM C33-13. All samples were cast in a 50mm cube and cured in water until the age of
testing. The results showed that the compressive strength values of the control sample and
100% ceramic aggregate as sand replacement at the age of 7days were 41.9 MPa and
40.9 MPa, respectively; almost similar. In addition, the splitting tensile strength of the mortar
sample with 100% ceramic aggregate was found to be 6% higher than the control sample.
Thus, the homogenous ceramic tile waste can not only be used as sand replacement for
normal application in mortar mix but also to enhance its hardened properties.
Keywords: Homogeneous ceramic waste, splitting tensile strength, compressive strength,
sand replacement
© 2015 Penerbit UTM Press. All rights reserved

77:16 (2015) 21–25 | www.jurnalteknologi.utm.my | eISSN 2180–3722 |

22

Mostafa Samadi et al. / Jurnal Teknologi (Sciences & Engineering) 77:16 (2015) 21–25

1.0 INTRODUCTION
This research is a part of an experimental work which
focused on the possible use of ceramic waste from a
Malaysian ceramic manufacturer. Its chemical,
physical, and mineralogical characteristics together
with its effect on the properties of mortar are
presented in this paper. Incorporating waste
aggregate in mortar reduces cost, saves energy,
promotes ecological balance as well as conserves
natural resources [1-4].
Large amount of ceramic waste is abundantly
available in the landfills and is increasing day by day.
This encouraged the authors to investigate the
potential utilization of ceramic waste as replacement
of river sand (fine aggregate) in mortar. This can be
one of the effective ways to reduce environmental
impacts and preserve natural resources [5-10]. This
strategy has the potential to reduce cost, conserve
energy, and waste minimization. Ceramic waste such
as ceramic tile and clay brick wastes have the
potential to be used as aggregate replacement [1116].
Many studies have been conducted on the
microstructural characterization of cement paste
with or without pozzolanic additive [17, 18]. However,
rare studies were reported regarding the effect of
ceramic
aggregate
on
the
microstructural
characterization and the binding effect between
cement and aggregate. The ceramic material has
pozzolanic properties and was proved by many
researchers. Consequently ceramic aggregates also
have pozzolanic properties but because of their size
this was not studied much less compare to fine
ceramic powder. This research investigates the
effects of ceramic aggregate on the microstructural
and strength properties of mortar.

2.0 EXPERIMENTAL
2.1 Materials
Ordinary Portland Cement (OPC) was used in this
experimental work as per ASTM C150-12 requirement
for cement Type I. The OPC was taken from Cement
Industry of Malaysia and its chemical composition is
shown in Table 1.
The river sand used for casting was modified
according to ASTM C33-13 “Standard Specification
for Concrete Aggregates” [19]. The homogenous
ceramic tile waste was crushed in jaw crusher
machine followed by sieving through a series of
sieves as per ASTM standard. The fine aggregate
satisfied the limitation as mentioned in the standards.
The color of ceramic aggregate after preparation
was light cream - almost the same as the river sand.
After grading, the ceramic aggregate was used as
river sand replacement [17, 18]. The percentage of
replacement varied to get the best mix design. The
physical properties of fine aggregate including

ceramic aggregate and river sand are shown in
Figure 1. In this research the ceramic aggregate and
river sand are modified so that their sieve analysis is
almost the same. The physical properties of the fine
aggregate showed that it satisfied the necessary
requirements for the production of mortar.

Figure 1 Sieve analysis of sand and ceramic aggregate

2.2 Specimens Preparation
Mechanical mortar mixer with a rotating speed of
80rpm was used for the preparation of mortar. All
sampling and tests were conducted according to
ASTM standard C1329/C1329M-12. The cement,
ceramic aggregate and river sand were mixed for
about two minutes before adding water to the mix.
Finally the balance of water was added to the
mixture and continuous mixing was done for another
five minutes.
The mortar specimens were placed in the mould of
50 x 50 x 50 mm cubes according to ASTM standard
C109/C109M-13
“Standard
test
method
for
compressive strength of hydraulic cement mortars”.
The samples for splitting tensile strength were cast in
the cylinder mould: 100mm in diameter and 200mm
high according to ASTM C496-11. In order to remove
the air from the samples, the specimens were
compacted by vibrating table for 30 seconds. Then,
the specimens were demoulded 24 hours after
casting and placed in water tank until the day of
testing. The mix proportions of the mortars are shown
in Table 1.
Table 1 Mix proportions of mortars
Mortar mix
Materials
OPC
(kg/m3)
Ceramic
Aggregate
(kg/m3)
Sand
(kg/m3)
w/c ratio

OPC
(C0)
550

25%
(C25)
550

50%
(C50)
550

75%
(C75)
550

100%
(C100)
550

-

362

725

1088

1460

1460

1088

725

362

-

0.45

0.45

0.45

0.45

0.45
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2.3 Test Methods

3.2 Compressive Strength

In accordance with ASTM C109-11, the compressive
strength test was conducted at ages of 7, 28 and 90
days. Three specimens were tested to obtain the
average value for each test condition.

The compressive strength of mortar with different
percentage of ceramic aggregate as river sand
replacement is shown in Figure 4. For each batch
three samples tested and get the average as result.
The 100% ceramic replacement showed higher
compressive strength at all ages in comparison with
other samples. As illustrated in this figure, the
difference in compressive strength values of all the
samples is not too significant. This may be due to the
size distribution and physical characteristic of
ceramic aggregate which is almost similar to the river
sand. It was also found that the compressive strength
of the ceramic mortar at later ages was relatively
similar with the normal mortar. The compressive
strength of control sample and 100% ceramic
aggregate as sand replacement in 7days are 41.9
MPa and 40.9 MPa, respectively. The results indicate
that the ceramic aggregates can be used to
replace sand in mortar mix.

3.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1 SEM Results
The SEM images of ceramic powder are shown in
Figures 2 and 3. It can be seen that the ceramic
aggregate showed better binding with binder
because of the surface texture. As shown in the SEM
image it is obvious that the surface is rough and it is
like bee house which cause more interface friction
between binder and aggregate. This surface and
natural angular shape of ceramic aggregate
enhanced the interlocking between aggregates and
better bonding between binder and aggregates. On
the other hand this rough surface, porous texture and
angular shape of the ceramic aggregate reduce the
workability of mortar mix.

Figure 4 Effect of ceramic waste in compressive strength
of mortar

Figure 2 Field emission scanning electron micrograph of
sample with ceramic aggregate as sand replacement

Figure 3 Field emission scanning electron micrograph of
sample with ceramic aggregate as sand replacement

3.3 Splitting Tensile Strength
The result of the splitting tensile strength of samples
are shown in Figure 5. The strength was determined
at ages of 7, 28 and 90 days. The splitting tensile
strength at the age of 7 days was in range of 4.7 to
5.1 MPa. By increasing the age of samples the
splitting tensile strength also increases, similar to
compressive strength. This was due to the strength
generation as a results of continuous cement
hydration process. The splitting tensile strength results
at ages of 28 and 90 days were in the range of 6.2 to
6.5 and 6.7 to 6.9, respectively. In 28 and 90 days the
results are between 6.2 to 6.5 and 6.7 to 6.9
respectively. The splitting tensile strength of the
samples with 100% ceramic aggregate as river sand
replacement recorded only 6% higher than control
samples.
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hydroxide in which water is in gas phase and
evaporated [22].
The decarbonation of samples occurred at
temperatures ranging from 600 to 800 C°. At these
temperatures, the calcium carbonate (Ca(CO3))
decomposed to calcium oxide (CaO) and carbon
dioxide (CO2).

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

Figure 5 Splitting tensile strength of mortar samples

3.4 Thermo-Gravimetric Analysis (TGA)
Figure 6 shows the Thermo-Gravimetric Analysis of
samples containing different percentages of ceramic
aggregate as river sand replacement. This figure
shows that the TGA results of all the samples are the
same and hump and bump in graph almost similar.
Similar behaviour of the different samples indicate
that the aggregates did not react with the binder. In
other words, there is no chemical reaction between
ceramic aggregate and cement. In addition the
binder which was used in all samples is ordinary
Portland cement and same hydration in all the
samples show that only cement reacted in the mix.

The use of ceramic aggregate as replacement for
river sand has positive effect on the harden
properties of specimens. The results show that this
waste material can be a good alternative as river
sand replacement. The FESEM images proved from
the experimental results that there existed a strong
bond between ceramic aggregate and binder. This
is due to the shape, surface texture and
microstructural characteristic of the ceramic
aggregate. The TGA result of samples show even
after 28 days that there is no chemical reaction
between ceramic aggregate and cement. By
replacing river sand with ceramic aggregate up to
100% can preserve the natural resources and reduce
impact on the environment.

Acknowledgement
The authors are grateful to the Ministry of Higher
Education,
Malaysia
(MOHE)
and
Research
Management Centre (RMC), Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia (UTM) for financial support under grant GUP
Q.J130000.2509.06H56
and
grant
GUP
Q.J130000.2517.07H32. The authors are also thankful
to the staff of Structures & Materials Laboratory,
Faculty of Civil Engineering for the support
throughout the study.

References
[1]

Figure 6 TGA of samples containing 25%, 50% and 100%
ceramic aggregate

The evaporation of moisture causes first weight lost
which happened at the temperature of 100 to 110
⁰C. At this temperature the weight of samples was
sharply decreased because the physical water (H2O
(L)) inside the samples vaporized. After that reduction
in the weight is slight until the point where
dehydration happened [20, 21].
The dehydration of Ca(OH)2 happened at
temperature of 400 to 600 °C. In the temperature
between 400-600 °C Calcium hydroxide (Ca(OH)2)
will be dehydrated. Calcium oxide (CaO) and water
(H2O) are the results of dehydration of calcium

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

Kaminskas, R. 2008. The Effect Of Pozzolana On The
Properties Of The Finest Fraction Of Separated Portland
Cement. Part II. Ceramics–Silikaty. 52(3): 183-189.
Rafique, B. M. A, Lim, N. H. A. S., Nur Farhayu, Hussin, M. W,
Mahmood bin Md Tahir, and J. Mirza. 2013. Properties of
Porous Concrete From Waste Crushed Concrete
(Recycled Aggregate). Construction and Building
Materials. 47: 1243-1248.
Alves, a. V., Vieira, T. F., de Brito, J., Correia, J. R. 2014.
Mechanical Properties Of Structural Concrete With Fine
Recycled Ceramic Aggregates. Construction and Building
Materials. 64: 103-113.
Mirza, Jahangir, Muhammad Aamer Rafique Bhutta, and
Mahmood Md Tahir. 2013. In situ performance of fieldmoulded joint sealants in dams. Construction and Building
Materials. 41: 889-896.
Talaiekhozani, Amirreza, Ali Keyvanfar, Ramin Andalib,
Mostafa Samadi, Arezou Shafaghat, Hesam Kamyab, MZ
Abd Majid. 2014. Application of Proteus Mirabilis And
Proteus Vulgaris Mixture To Design Self-Healing Concrete.
Desalination and Water Treatment. 52(19-21): 3623-3630.

25
[6]

[7]

[8]
[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]
[13]

Mostafa Samadi et al. / Jurnal Teknologi (Sciences & Engineering) 77:16 (2015) 21–25
Bakri, M. M. Al, Norazian, M. N., Kamarudin, H., Salleh, M.
M., and Alida. 2013. Strength of Concrete Based Cement
Using Recycle Ceramic Waste As Aggregate. 740: 734738.
Binici, H. 2007. Effect of Crushed Ceramic And Basaltic
Pumice As Fine Aggregates On Concrete Mortars
Properties. Construction and Building Material. 21(6): 11911197.
Correia, J. R., Brito, J., and Pereira, a. S. 2006. Effects on
Concrete Durability Of Using Recycled Ceramic
Aggregates. Materials and Structures. 39(2): 169-177.
Keyvanfar, Ali, Muhd Zaimi Abd Majid, Arezou Shafaghat,
Hasanuddin Lamit, Amirreza Talaiekhozan, Mohd Warid
Hussin, Chew Tin Lee, Rosli Bin Mohamad Zin, and
Mohamad Ali Fulazzaky. 2014. Application of a Grounded
Group Decision-Making (GGDM) Model: A Case Of MicroOrganism Optimal Inoculation Method In Biological SelfHealing Concrete. Desalination and Water Treatment. 52
(19-21): 3594-3599.
Asipita, Salawu Abdulrahman, Mohammad Ismail, Muhd
Zaimi Abd Majid, Zaiton Abdul Majid, CheSobry Abdullah,
and Jahangir Mirza. 2014. Green Bambusa Arundinacea
Leaves Extract As A Sustainable Corrosion Inhibitor In Steel
Reinforced Concrete. Journal of Cleaner Production. 67:
139-146.
De Brito, J., Pereira, S., and Correia, J. R. 2005. Mechanical
Behaviour Of Non-Structural Concrete Made With
Recycled Ceramic Aggregates. Cement and Concrete
Composites. 27(4): 429-433.
Senthamarai, R., Devadas Manoharan, P. 2005. Concrete
with Ceramic Waste Aggregate. Cement and Concrete
Composites. 27(9-10): 910-913.
Evangelista, L., de Brito, J. 2007. Mechanical Behaviour Of
Concrete Made With Fine Recycled Concrete

[14]
[15]

[16]
[17]
[18]
[19]
[20]
[21]
[22]

Aggregates. Cement and Concrete Composites. 29(5):
397-401.
Cachim, P. B. 2009. Mechanical Properties Of Brick
Aggregate Concrete. Construction and Building Materials.
23(3): 1292-1297.
Mohamad, M. E., I. S. Ibrahim, R. Abdullah, AB Abd
Rahman, A. B. H. Kueh, and J. Usman. 2015. Friction and
Cohesion Coefficients Of Composite Concrete-ToConcrete Bond. Cement and Concrete Composite. 56: 114.
Kueh, A. B. H. 2012. Fitting-free Hyperelastic Strain Energy
Formulation
For
Triaxial
Weave
Fabric
Composites. Mechanics of Materials. 47: 11-23.
Tu, T. Y., Chen, Y. Y., and Hwang, C. L. 2006. Properties of
HPC with Recycled Aggregates. Cement and Concrete
Research. 36: 943-50.
Esin, T. and Cosgun, N., 2007. A Study Conducted To
Reduce Construction Waste Generation In Turkey. Building
and Environment. 42: 1667-74.
American Society for Testing and Materials, ASTM C33-13
Standard Specification for Concrete Aggregates.
Nuran, A., Mevlut, U., 2000. The Use Of Waste Ceramic Tile
In Cement Production. Cement and Concrete Research.
30: 497-499.
Kaminskas, R. 2008. The Effect Of Pozzolana On The
Properties Of The Finest Fraction Of Separated Portland
Cement. Part II. Ceramics–Silikaty. 52(3): 183-189.
Lim, N. H. A. S., M.A. Ismail, H. S., Lee, M. W., Hussin, A. R.
M., Sam, M.Samadi. 2015. The Effects Of High Volume
Nano Palm Oil Fuel Ash On Microstructure Properties And
Hydration Temperature Of Mortar. Construction and
Building Materials. 93: 29-34.

